Neerekshe Trip Report
Background to Neerekshe

St Peter’s, Farnborough has been supporting the Neerekshe project for the past eight years. Neerekshe means ‘Hope’ and is a campus in the south east of India about a 20 minute walk from the small village of Muranpur. By western standards the village is very poor with the nearest town being Raichur which again is really poor and is a 45 minute drive away from Muranpur. Raichur is then a 6 hour car journey from Hyderabad the regional centre and where the British Airways plane flew in to.

Neerekshe consists of a School, a Hospital, a hostel for 30 children who live at the school and the new parish centre building on top of the hospital. The new building was funded by the charity we are involved with called the India Africa foundation. www.indiaafricafoundation.co.uk 

February 2011

During February I was part of a team from my church who went out to India for ten days. The flight seemed very long, we left Heathrow at 2pm on Friday 18th and touched down at Hyderabad at 10:30pm. (UK time). In fact the local time out there was 4am Saturday morning, so we basically lost one night’s sleep!  When we touched down my first initial reaction was that it was very warm and sticky even at this time in the morning. Walking through the airport seemed a lot calmer and relaxed than Terminal Five at Heathrow did. We collected our luggage which took a while as the process was slow and we had an extra 12 suitcases full of gifts and supplies for Neerekshe.  
As we were leaving the airport we passed through customs with no problems at all at which Pete Churms said afterwards was a real miracle as normally the Indian authorities check out large groups. This reminded me of a Bible story in Acts 16 when Paul and Silas were in Prison and they walked out of Prison without the guards even noticing. This clearly was a sign from God that our group were meant to go as a team to Neerekshe to support the local people. When we had exited the airport it became much busier with a lot of Indians waiting for people to arrive. Minutes later we came across Pete Churms who had travelled the 6 hour journey from Neerekshe to the airport to come and meet us all. He had brought Shadrach who himself and his wife Gladys are the founders of Neerekshe. Pete had flown out of the UK earlier that week to finalize plans for our trip and ensure that everything had been bought for us like bottled water and mosquito nets. Pete told us all to spray ourselves with mosquito spray before we went any further. We went as a group down in to the car park for the airport where we found two mini buses that were going to take us to Neerekshe. The luggage was loaded and secured mostly on top of the mini buses. 
By this time it was 5am so we then set off on the 6 hour journey to Neerekshe. I did notice that it got light really quickly as by just after 6am it was perfectly light. The driving was mad! We were all tired and on a few occasions we did wonder if we would make it to Neerekshe in one piece! At 7:30 we pulled in to what we call a service station but in fact it was just an Indian style café to let the drivers have their breakfast. This was our first experience of Indian food and our first experience of creatures. We saw a lizard on the floor which nearly got stepped on a couple of times! 45 minutes later we set off again and the journey went on and on. The weather was getting hotter and hotter as midday was approaching. 4 hours in to the journey one of the minibuses broke down as the clutch failed. The minibus I was on carried on as we had a deadline to be at Neerekshe as they wanted to welcome us with all the children before they went home as on a Saturday the school runs half day. As it turned out the other half of the team got a second minibus and were only 45 minutes behind us. God provides when we fully rely on him. We arrived at Neerekshe at 11:45am with the other half arriving at 12:30pm. When I got out of the minibus the sun was so bright that I struggled to open my eyes and see. Wearing glasses meant that cannot really wear sunglasses. We then had the welcome celebration.  They cut the red ribbon to formally open the new parish centre which was funded by the India Africa Foundation. We sang a hymn with the children and lit a candle and they gave us each a garland around our necks as this is good Indian tradition to welcome people. 
There were 12 of us in total and each of us travelled out for a specific purpose. All 12 of us were inspired to go on this trip in the same way as 12 ordinary people decided to follow Jesus as his disciples. Martin joked that God has a real since of Humour as Jesus selected twelve ordinary people to come and follow him to spread the good news and make disciples of all nations. Matthew Chapter 28 V 18-20. There were school teachers from the Farnborough area, one taught Geography and the other gave an introduction to French to the children in the school. There was a medical student who was working alongside Dr Luke who runs the Hospital. Then there was a vet who normally works around the Farnborough area who successfully bought 6 Goats for the Neerekshe campus.  There was a media graduate who was taking a lot of videos and pictures for our trip and a drama student who ran some drama workshops with the children in the school.

My Laptop Project

For me the Neerekshe trip was a unique opportunity for me to use my skills in computing much of which I learnt on my degree and on my work placement at Surrey University to help a poor community experience and see the benefit of technology and keep in touch with us in the western world. We are already seeing the benefits of the IT office at Neerekshe. I also provided two laptops for the school, one for the head teacher and the other for the school teachers to plan lessons. Only one of the laptops in the parish centre office was connected to the internet as in the past Neerekshe has had laptops which have been made unusable by the laptop being made much slower as a result from access to the internet. It was very clear that most of the laptops which were to be provided would be used for important documents such as letters and financial accounts so it was really important that these were not connected to the internet in order that data would not be lost. 
I also gave one laptop to Dr Luke in the hospital to store medical records and write letters to his patents. This again was not connected to the internet however I also bought 4 memory sticks for Dr Luke, school teachers and other Neerekshe staff to transfer documents to the Internet & Printer Laptop to print or email documents. Towards the end of the week I gave a presentation to the Neerekshe staff on their new equipment and how to use the laptops and the printer successfully. This was not something I would normally volunteer to do as I do not like speaking in front of large gatherings. For a long time it has been out of my comfort zone to do this. However in the run up to our trip God has strengthened me and has given me the courage to speak out in front of people. I spoke at the front of the 6:30 service congregation twice before we left for India. I have learned to trust in God and always fully rely on him when I feel weak at achieving something. One of my favourite Bible verses is Psalm 27 verse 7 “The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped. Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, and with my song I will praise Him”
I also sorted out implementing the video conference link to the 6:30 Service on the Sunday while we were out in India. I bought a web cam for us to use out at Neerekshe which I left connected to the internet laptop when we left to come home. The video quality and sound was very good and it all worked well. From the campus at Neerekshe we could see the congregation in Farnborough and on the screens in church they could see us. It may have been 6:30 in Farnborough but it was midnight with us and we were fairly exhausted after our first full day at Neerekshe. However it made be realize that using 21st century technologies we are quite a small world. The audio of our video conference can be found on the church website at the following address:  
www.stpetersfarnborough.org.uk/audio/misc/neerekshe-skype.html
Post February 2011 and the future

We are receiving many emails with Neerekshe updates with photos attached. This is very satisfying knowing that I enabled this to happen. I really enjoy receiving these emails with photos of Neerekshe post our trip knowing that this is a place where I have been. Recognizing different areas of the campus is great ! I would like to go again out to Neerekshe to continue where we left off, building relationships with the local people and providing them with IT support for the equipment I have set up for them and to fix any problems and answer questions they may have. Now I have visited India I have learnt that I have a passion for India to implement and support technology solutions. I pray that this passion will continue to grow deeper within me and that I am able to do great things for the Neerekshe project in the future. My vision for the future of Neerekshe is to somehow take desktop computers and screens out there to set up a computer suite for the people of Neerekshe to use. I am looking to go out to Neerekshe next year as I do not want this to be the only trip.
Other Projects during the trip

Other projects which we were involved in at Neerekshe during our week was a roof garden on top of the parish centre. We spent one afternoon in Raichur buying 150 potted plants and lots of gravel for us to design and build the garden. 

At the end of our week we had a meeting to decide on the best use for our remaining amount of money. The team decided to start a programme of healthy eating for every child at the school. So Neerekshe have used the money to buy milk and fruit for every child to have a class of milk and a piece of fruit daily while at school. Our money will last for 3 months and then we will have to fundraise again to keep this going. Since we have been back we have had photos from Neerekshe of the children drinking their milk and eating fruit which is very rewarding seeing our money put to good use where it is needed.
We also left some money for Neerekshe to get the two school buses serviced and the breaks repaired as both buses are in a bad condition as they are very old. 

During our week we had each class at the school coming over to the parish centre to paint pencil boxes with their name on it. We gave them pencils to put inside them. One afternoon we put on a party for all the school children and we played games and gave them lots of party food. Two members of our team work for British Airways and BA kindly donated 150 old Sport Relief T-Shirts, so we gave these out at the party.

Below are a few photos from our trip. More Information about the India Africa foundation can be found at www.indiaafricafoundation.co.uk/
In summary, one of the most enjoyable, challenging and humbling weeks of my life to date.

Chris Gillman
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