Short Term Mission Experience Trip To the Neerekshe Project In India

On Friday February 18th a group of 12 plus myself (Pete was already in India preparing for the trip) set off for a Mission Experience Trip to Neerekshe (meaning ‘Hope’ in the local language of Kannada) to finally witness firsthand a place which they had heard so much about. 
About six years ago, reflecting on Matthew 10 where Jesus sent out the 12, I had a vision to take a group out to Neerekshe, a project I have been involved with for a while now. The project which Shadrach and his wife Gladys started in his village in a rural part of India between Hyderabad and Bangalore; a village situation which the gospel passages would not have felt out of place in. 
God has a funny sense of humour; there were 12 people in the team setting off that Friday!
The mixed group, ranging in age from 19 to 40+ wanted to experience something of what God was doing through a Christian project in a very Hindu part of the world. All had their own reasons for going which were discussed and facilitated during the preparation meetings; some were teachers wanting to be involved with the school and village crèche, Elaine, a vet was wanting to purchase goats, Chris took out 10 donated laptops in order to facilitate their IT, James was hoping to  put his Mechanical Engineering degree to good use and David was wanting to spend some of his time working with Dr Luke before going to university to study medicine.
My first visit, over 7 years ago, was to the ancestral home in the village of Muranpur which also housed the crèche and church for the children, once the cows had been led out, attached to a plough and sent off to the fields. Muranpur is 45 minutes drive from Raichur. And that town used to be an overnight train ride from Mumbai airport. Now, thankfully it is only a 6 hour drive from Hyderabad, although the roads near to the village make our snow induced pot-holed roads look glorious! Soon after that visit, a large field was purchased outside of the village and over the next few years, the Neerekshe Trust along with the India Africa Foundation, of which I am a trustee, and other organisations and friends have built a Day Hospital, English Standard School for 160 children, a Rural Industrial Training Unit and a hostel for some of the school children is soon to be finished. More recently, finished for the trip is a wonderful Parish Centre with worship hall, office, guest room, kitchen and bathroom facilities, which acted as the base for the team.
The team would all get the chance to visit local villages, spending a night in the ancestral home at the heart of the village next to the well, cook roti in a village home. They would also have the chance to take part in a camping trip run by Raj and his team from the Fisherman’s Trust, as well as spend time around the Neerekshe campus with the children, putting on various parties and a ‘servant meal’ and presenting the children with pencil boxes and colouring books. Their experience would end with a sight-seeing trip and wonderful meal in Hyderabad. Each morning and evening the team would come together for a time of worship, prayer and sharing. 
Through the generosity of BA, the church Mission Committee and church members including a charity curry night, the team were able to take a large number of items with them; toys for the young children, laptops, stationary supplies, sports equipment and scrap books sent from ST Peters school. As a leaving gift, there was a reasonable amount of money left to spend on items the team suggested. Many of the group had worked in the school and so the recommendation of school resources, such as desks and blackboards, because there were few and these were of poor quality, went down well. Elaine was keen on enabling Neerekshe to set up a nutrition program (milk and fruit) to increase the health and thus the attention span of the children. Money was also left for tyres and servicing to help make the school buses safer.
You may remember the Parable of the Good Samaritan from Luke 10, where the outcast Samaritan took care of the wounded man, then he put him on his own donkey, brought him to an inn, gave the innkeeper some money and said, ‘Look after him and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ There is a quote from Mother Theresa on the wall of the teacher’s staff room which mirrors this generosity, ‘Accepting personal hardship for the sake of relieving others.’; both are amazing examples of how we are called to go the extra mile in helping others without expecting in return. The team witnessed this sacrificial generosity being shown by the Neerekshe team and they were challenged to think about their own response. I wonder what our response would be?

The team will be presenting more from their trip at a Curry Night on 21st May. Numbers will be limited so you will need to book up.    

Martin Cornes

